
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT

DOUGLAS J. O’MEARA :

VS. : CIVIL ACTION NO.

LAWRENCE TERRA : SEPTEMBER 7, 2010

C O M P L A I N T

1.  This is an action to redress the deprivation of rights secured to the

plaintiff by the Constitution and laws of the United States and the State of

Connecticut.

2.  Jurisdiction of this court is invoked under the provisions of Sections

1331, 1343(3) and 1367(a) of Title 28 and Sections 1983 and 1988 of Title 42 of

the United States Code.

3.  The plaintiff is an adult citizen of the United States who resides in

Seymour, Connecticut.  He is a retired officer in the police department of

Stratford, Connecticut.

4.  The defendant is, and at all relevant times was, a Sergeant assigned to

the Western District Major Crime Squad of the Connecticut State Police.  He is

sued only in his individual capacity.
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5.  During all times mentioned in this Complaint, the defendant was acting

under color of law, that is, under color of the constitution, statutes, laws, rules,

regulations, customs and usages of the State of Connecticut.

6.  At all times mentioned in this Complaint, the defendant acted jointly

and in concert with other law enforcement officers employed by either the

Connecticut State Police or the Stratford Police Department.  The defendant had

the duty and the opportunity to protect the plaintiff from the unlawful actions of

the other officers but failed and refused to perform such duty, thereby

proximately causing the injuries herein complained of.

7.  On December 29, 2008, the defendant wrote, signed and swore to an

affidavit and application seeking a court order to disclose telephone and

electronic mail records of the plaintiff to him.  

8.  In his said affidavit and application, the defendant falsely represented

to the court that he was conducting an investigation of “the illegal and

unauthorized dissemination of COLLECT / Department of Motor Vehicle date to

the internet.”  In fact, the acquisition and dissemination of information in the case

in question was entirely legal and the defendant knew that it was legal at the time

he made the said false representations to the court.

9.  In his said affidavit and application, the defendant stated that his

investigation was based upon an inquiry concerning the registration plate of a
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motor vehicle owned by Joseph LoSchiavo, the Deputy Chief of the Stratford

Police Department.  He intentionally and maliciously concealed from the court

that the vehicle in question was, at the time of the inquiry, unlawfully parked in a

parking space expressly reserved for the use of Stratford Police Chief John

Buturla, and that therefore the inquiry and dissemination of information was a

proper law enforcement activity.

10.  As a result, on December 29, 2008, the Hon. Robert Devlin, a Judge

of the Connecticut Superior Court, issued an ex parte warrant for the search and

seizure of the plaintiff’s aforesaid records and the defendant thereupon

conducted the said search and seizure.

11.  As a result, the plaintiff has suffered emotional distress.

12.  In the manner described above, the defendant violated the plaintiff’s

right to be free from unlawful and unreasonable searches and seizures, which

right is secured to the plaintiff by the Fourth Amendment to the United States

Constitution as enforced through Sections 1983 and 1988 of Title 42 of the

United States Code.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff claims judgment against the defendant for

compensatory damages, punitive damages, attorney fees and costs.

The plaintiff claims trial by jury.
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THE PLAINTIFF

BY:                   /s/                                   
JOHN R. WILLIAMS (ct00215)
51 Elm Street
New Haven, CT 06510
203.562.9931
Fax:  203.776.9494
jrw@johnrwilliams.com 
His Attorney
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